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Joint Consistory Highlights - October 20, 2008 
 Joint Consistory met at Salem. 
Parsonage: All the items have been purchased and installed at the parsonage.  George Traxler is to fix the 
soffit.  Handicap ramp is pending. 
Spiritual Life: Hymn Selection was November 2.  There were about 15% more Feet & Seat Covers this year.  
There were 12 for the Blessing of the Animals.  Live Nativity costumes will be handed out at St. Peter's on 
December 6 at 9:30 a.m. for Christmas in Millheim on December 12.  Gift cards for Bethany Children's Home 
will be collected again this year in any amount.  Deadline will be December 14.  Pastor Faith will put it in The 
Grapevine for the Longest Night service to be held December 21. 
Church & Ministry:  Pastor Faith will be on vacation from December 26 thru January 3.  Rev. Marge Holland 
will be supply for December 28. 
Pastoral Relations:  Next meeting will be in January, 2009.  The Proposed Joint Budget for 2009 was approved 
and accepted.   
 The Joint Insurance committee consisting of Brenda Stover, Marilyn, Janie Shook and Donna Auman have 
done a good job getting coverage for both churches, the parsonage and liability.  All coverage will be handled 
by Frost & Conn saving everyone money.  Thank you, ladies. 
 A donation to the Poe Valley Ministry for 2009 has been tabled pending more information about the park 
being open or closed. 
 Auditing committee is Donna Auman, chair and Marilyn Weaver.  Nominating committee is Tracy Ridenour, 
chair and Gary Auman.  Nominations need to be announced two weeks prior to the January meeting.  Gratuity 
committee is Don Hampton, chair and Ed Kerstetter. 
 President Royer spoke to both churches on November 2 about keeping the same morning worship times all 
the time - St. Peter's, 9:30 and Salem, 10:45.  Beginning January, 2009, Salem will not have an organist for the 
9:30 time.  A YES or NO vote will be taken at both churches following morning worship on December 7. 
 Highlights of Pastor Faith's report:  Church Leaders' retreat at Hartman Center; State Pastors' Conference, 
Harrisburg, November 10-12; Convocation in Hershey, January 27 - 29, 2009.  Nolan Wolfe to be baptized at 
St. Peter's on December 14. 
             Helen Sweeley 
             Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M E R R Y   C H R I S T M A S  
12 Dinner Reservations Have Been Confirmed at...   

DUFFY'S TAVERN - Boalsburg 

Monday, December 8, 2008 at 6:30 p.m . 

Grandparents Support Group for Children with Autism  

Reservation name - RUNKLE (in the formal dining room) 
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Salem Happenings 
 Salem's Mission Statement:  Our mission goal is to service the community in a Christian way, to love one  
another and to worship God together seeking truth, justice and peace. 

 Janette Swartz and Rob Jackson were married at Stone Valley on October 25.  Pastor Faith 
performed the ceremony and the happy couple will reside at Gordon’s Trailer Court for the time 
being. Mr. and Mrs. Jackson are both members of Salem.  Congratulations to you both and we pray 
you have a long and healthy marriage. 
 Thank you to everyone who donated Health Kits.  Women’s Guild really appreciated your 
support. We sent 23 complete kits, saving postage to send them to Maryland because Beth Pryor 

(Brenda Stover & Bonnie DeBrasky’s sister) delivered them for us and also paid the $2 per kit postage to send 
the kits where they are needed.  Thank you, Beth for all the help and kindness you’ve given this project. 
 I delivered a fruit basket to Bob Brown when he got home from Hersey following surgery on his broken leg. 
I understand that cast off, but he cannot put any weight on his leg yet. I’m sure he has quite a ways to go for a 
complete recovery. We’re keeping you and yours in our thoughts and prayers. 
 The Thanksgiving meal was held on November 8 at the Gregg Township Fire Hall in Spring Mills.  There 
were 61 adults and 6 children present. Joyce Brown once again made Christmas tree decorations for 
everyone, thank you Joyce. The children were each given a box of crayons and a turkey placemat when they 
came in and I understand that some of those turkeys looked really nice.  Pastor Faith offered the blessing and 
everyone enjoyed the ham and turkey dinner with all the trimmings, very good. Following the meal, each child  
was given a gift bag with “busy” stuff inside to enjoy. The entertainment was Ju-st Proclaim (Judy Seymore, 
Steve Taylor, and Linda Silver) and they did an excellent job - all kinds of music.  A basket was passed around 
to help with the cost of the entertainment and to show appreciation to the ones who prepared and served the 
meal.  The entertainment crew got $105 and the kitchen staff got a tip of $104. The evening ended with door 
prizes being given to the ones with the lucky numbers. 
 Pastor Faith was instrumental in planning the Ten Days for Peace service which was held at St. John’s 
UCC in Boalsburg on November 9.  The theme this year was “Peace, Not Just for Grownups”.  The guest 
speaker for the day was Rev. Dr. Anne Ard from the Women’s Resource Center in State College. The tile of 
her sermon was “Like Little Children” and she did a very good job. Janie Shook, Pastor Faith, Marilyn Weaver, 
and Dave and I represented the Charge for the afternoon. Thanks to Marilyn for singing in the choir along with 
Rev. Ann Graves, Narda Druckenmiller, and John Poorman.  The choir was small but mighty.  Refreshments 
were served following the service with a time of fellowship.  Good job, Pastor Faith. 
 Highlights of the November 10 Consistory meeting were: We had to transfer $700 from Savings to meet the 
monthly bills again.  Our Ameriprise Investment is losing money (isn’t everyone) at the present time, but 
everyone says to do nothing, so for now that is what we are doing.  We’ve transferred from Savings $2,500 to 
establish a Discretionary Fund to help people this winter with food, fuel, etc., so if you know of someone in 
need of help, please let a Consistory member know.  We’ve also transferred from Savings $2,500 into the 
General Operating Account to get us thru the end of the year.  This money IS NOT in place of your weekly  
offering! We will be having our Insurance coverage with Frost & Conn beginning January 1, 2009.  We are 
getting a much better rate and neither St. Peter’s nor Salem is double paying for anything.  The Proposed 
Budget for 2009 was accepted by Consistory. Adam Ross will be doing the plowing of the parking lot this 
winter with Donn Fetterolf as backup. 
 We have pledged $500 per year for the next 5 years to the “4 Our Churches” capital campaign. At this time, 
we only have $106.14 for this year with another Hoss’s night scheduled for December 3.  Donna Auman still 
has tickets if anyone needs more - give them to your family, friends, co-workers, anyone.  To help us reach our 
goal of $500, there will be a special offering taken up on December 7 for just this purpose. There will be en-
velopes at the middle window at the back of the church. If you want credit for tax purposes, please put your 
name or offering envelope number on the special envelope. 
 The Annual congregational Meeting will be held following morning worship on December 7. This is a very 
important meeting. The proposed budget for 2009 will be put before the members, election of Consistory mem-
bers will be held and a special vote for worship times will be held.  Beginning January 2009, Salem will not 
have an organist for the 9:30 a.m. service.  Joint Consistory President Ken Royer visited with both churches on 
November 2 asking if it would be possible to have morning worship service at St. Peter’s at 9:30 all the time 
and Salem at 10:45 all the time.  Both churches will be voting YES or NO on December 7 and we will go from 
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there.  The last I knew, Gary Auman and Wendell Royer have agreed to run for Consistory members. If you are 
asked to serve, please give it some deep thought. 
 Gift cards for the Bethany Children’s Home are being collected again this year.  Cards for Wal-Mart, Dick’s 
Sporting Goods, or McDonald’s will all be welcomed by the Bethany children and I’m sure greatly appreciated. 
The cards can be dropped in the basket at the middle window in the back of the church at Salem.  Deadline is 
December 14. 
 Speaking of the back of the church, there are sign up sheets for Janitors, Greeters and Flowers for 2009 
hanging on the wall.  Please sign up - they will probably be taken down December 21.  If you family cannot 
clean the church by themselves get with another family and do it together. 
 There are dishcloths for sale to benefit the church’s parking lot paving fund. We had had to raise the price 
to $1.25, but that’s still a great buy considering all you can do with them.  They are in the Narthex if you want 
some or contact Janie Shook, she has them by the dozen.  They make great stocking stuffers. 
 The details for the Secret Sister finale will be made on November 30 at the Soup & Sandwich lunch.  So, if 
you could not be there, please get in touch with Karen Boob to find our how, when and where we will let all the 
cats out of the bags.  Have you figured out who your secret sister is? 
 Beginning in January, there will be little cloth bags at the back of the church for the children to use during 
worship services. The bags will contain items like crayons, coloring books, fun pads, stuffed animals, puppets, 
little dolls, little cars, etc. - you get the idea. The bags and the items in the bags will stay at the church for your 
child to use during worship if you wish. 
  
Dates to Remember: 
December 3 -  Fund Raiser at Hoss's (4 Our Churches) - see Donna Auman or Helen Sweeley for cards. 
December 6 -  Live Nativity costume pick-up, St. Peter's 9:30 a.m. 
December 7 -  Special offering for "4 Our Churches" capital campaign. 
   -  Annual Congregational Meeting following morning worship 
   -  YES or NO vote on Worship Times 
December 12 -  Live Nativity during Christmas in Millheim, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
December 14 -  Deadline for Gift Cards for Bethany Children's Home 
December 21 -  "The Longest Night" service at Salem, 7:00 p.m. 
December 24 -  Candlelight Service at St. Peter's, 7:00 pm. 
December 25 -  Merry Christmas! 
December 26  - January 3 - Pastor Faith on vacation 
December 28 -  Rev. Marge Holland supplying the pulpits at both churches 
January 4, 2009 - Installation of new Consistory members 
January 12, 2009 - Salem Consistory at the church 7:00 p.m. 

 As always, keep those on our Prayer Chain in your thoughts and prayers.  Please keep an eye out for your 
neighbors this winter, if you haven't seen them, check on them to make sure they are okay.  I'm sure everyone 
would enjoy a visit, call or a card.  Keep warm and I hope everyone has a very happy holiday season and a 
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year! 
             Helen Sweeley 
 
Autism News 
 New books have been added to the library at St. Peter’s:  
A Parent’s guide to Autism by Charles A. Hart. This book answers some of the most common 
questions people have about Autism and is a handy reference. 
Special Needs Advocacy Resource Book by Rich Weinfeld and Michelle Davis, is a good resource to 
help you find accommodations and strategies for working with schools and includes easy to 
understand legal and school terminology.  
The Autism Answer Book by William Stillman offers more than 300 of the top questions people ask 
about Autism, such as communication differences, sensory sensitivities and treatment options.  
Check these resources out and learn how we can work together to make our churches open and 
affirming for all of us. 
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St. Peter’s News  
 On Thursday, October 30, Pastor Faith and five ladies form the morning Bible Study Group traveled to 
"Britt Shalom" the Jewish Community Center in State College. We met with Rabbi Ostrich for about 90 
minutes. He was very gracious - taking us on a tour of the synagogue and speaking to us about the Jewish 
faith and their practices. 
 Thank you to the children for the special song they sang for us November 2, "Jesus Loves Me".  The 
children learned this song during Vacation Bible School this year - Thanks to all of you! 
 On Tuesday, November 11, (Veterans Day) the monuments honoring our veterans in both the Reformed 
and Lutheran cemeteries in Aaronsburg were officially dedicated with participation by the Cemetery Board 
members and members of the American Legion Post 444 in Millheim.  Following the ceremonies, refreshments 
were served at St. Peter's.  Thanks to all those who participated and/or contributed in any way! 
 A special thank you to Brenda, Barb, Ed and Tracy for leading the Youth and Adult Bible Studies based on 
the parables. 
 There were 39 in attendance for the Family Fellowship Thanksgiving meal held on Sunday, November 16.  
Thank you to all our cooks for the delicious meal and desserts!  Thank you to all those who helped clean up 
after the meal. 
 November 30 - "Hanging of the Greens" service with Soup & Sandwich lunch to follow. 
 *If you do not wish to serve on any of your assigned committees next year or would be willing to 
serve on any committee - please contact the committee chairperson or Marilyn Weaver.  Thank you ☺ 
 A very special THANK YOU to the following persons who have placed their name on the ballot for 
Consistory members this year: Bonnie DeBrasky, Orvil Hosterman, Shane Royer, Brenda Stover and Nicole 
Wolfe.  Cemetery Board: Ed Kerstetter. 
 

December Calendar - St. Peter's 
Worship – 9:30  

Sunday School - 10:45   
Dec.  Reader  Flowers  Monthly Greeter Monthly Offering Counters 
  7   Virginia Hosterman Poinsettias  Brenda Stover            Orvil Hosterman/Marilyn Weaver 
14   Phoebe Anskis ”               " 
21   Ed Kerstetter  "               "  
28   Brenda Stover  "               "   

Consistory Devotions:  Lori Corman 

December  Dates  to Remember: 
2 Women's Guild at St. Peter's 7:00 p.m. 
6 Cookie packaging for shut-ins, St. Peter's 9:00 a.m. 
 Costume pick-up for Live Nativity (Dec. 12) at St. Peter's 9:30 a.m. 
 Youth Group baking cookies for Carlisle Truck Stop Ministries following costume pick-up at St. Peter's. 
7 Coffee & Cookies "Social Hour" after worship and Congregational Meeting. 
12 LIVE Nativity during Christmas in Millheim 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
14 Baptism of Nolan Wolfe 
15 St. Peter's Consistory 7:00 p.m. 
18 Christmas Caroling after choir practice 
19 Advent workshop for children 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
21 Longest Night service at Salem, 7:00 p.m. 
24 Christmas Eve service at St. Peter's 7:00 p.m. 
25 - January 3   Pastor Faith on vacation. 

 Please remember our shut-ins in your prayers, especially during this Advent season.  Have a joyous 
Christmas!  Blessings for the new year! 
                       -Lori Corman 
 
 
 
  

Longest Night Worship Service 
For those not in "the holiday spirit" for whatever reason - grief, mourning the loss of a loved one, 
life transitions, etc. will be held at Salem this year at 7:00 p.m. 
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Women’s Guild   
 The Women’s Guild met on Tuesday, November 4, 2008, at St. Peter’s at 7:15 p.m. with  
8 members present. The secretary’s report was read and approved.  The treasurer reported 
a balance of $790.45 and $100 of this earmarked for fuel fund. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 We gathered 23 health kits for Church World Service.  These have been passed onto Beth Pryor for 
delivery.  Beth will be paying the $2.00 per bag as her donation to Women’s Guild.   
 We will be bringing along our items for the Christmas gift bags for the Skills clients to the next meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 A thank you was read from Skills clients for their Halloween party. 
 We had a request for help with eyeglasses and a motion was made by Tracy and seconded by Marilyn to 
donate $100 towards this request. 
 Next month we will be wrapping the 100 reading books Helen has bought for the Millheim Outreach 
Christmas project. Members need to bring along paper, scissors, and tape and cookies and hot chocolate will 
be served. 
 Faith then conducted Bible Study of Chapter 23, “No Wonder They Call Him the Savior” by Max Lucado.  
We discussed the difference of being content and being happy. 
 The next meeting will be December 2 with Janet VanGilder providing devotions. 
            Brenda Ream Stover 
            Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Prayer Chain  
 All Service Personnel and their families.  All Charge Shut-ins: Polly Crader, Julie Haines, Roy 
Hart, Gladys Hartley, Tom Hazel, Ellen Huey, Bernice Warntz. 

 Hurricanes Katrina Victims, Helen Allison, Dorothy Alters, Rev. Jack Archer, Mike Auman, Randall 
Boob, Mike Braucht, Terry Bressler, Bob Brown, John “Jack” Brown, Kay Brown, Alex Corman, T.J. Coursen, 
Jody Covalt, Janie Crater, Robbi Davis, Michael Dimock, Dr. Lillian Earle, Gerald Fetterolf, Jean 
Frankenberger, Karen Glasgow, Luke Haskell, Brian & Cody Homan, Benjamin Hosterman, Jonathan Huey, 
Cory Jackson,  Jenny Keen, Pat Kelly, Jacob Kerstetter (deployed to Iraq), Dean Krape, Liz Krout, Bob Lingle, 
Sr., Dave Lingle, Marcia Lingle, Fred & Betty Mensch, Teenie Musser, Carrie Neese, David E. Neese, Robert 
Neill, Dixie Ort, Amanda Rachau, The Ross Family, Brenda (Barb Rossman’s sister), Shirley Rossman, 
Warren Royer, Doris Z. Smith, Bernice Snyder, Shirley Snyder-Birth, Frank Stapleton, Earl Stover, Barb 
Stover, Evelyn Stover, Randall Stover, Randolph Swartz, Roy VanGilder, Lester & Marilyn Weaver, and 
Mildred Wingard. 
 Please feel free to add/subtract from this list by calling your Consistory President.  Please make the 
changes on your church’s prayer chain board

POTLUCK 

Friends with a Mission will be meeting 
on Saturday, December 13 at 6:00 p.m. 
at St. Peters for a potluck meal, 
planning for next year and putting 
together fruit baskets.  All are invited to 
attend.  Questions can be directed to 
Pam Royer 349-4378 or pjr12@psu.edu. 
 

Christmas Cookie Bake 
for the 

Carlisle Truck Stop Ministry 
Youth Group and friends will be baking 
cookies again this year at St. Peter’s, 
following the costume pick up (for live 
nativity/Christmas in Millheim-9:30 am). 
Thanks to Vanessa Stover for the labels 
and Tracy Ridenour for her willingness to 
deliver them for us. 
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Our Homebound, Nursing Home or Health Care Residents: 

 
Pauline Crader   Roy Hart    Gladys Hartley 
50 N. 3rd Street   Centre Crest Room 243  424 Heckman Cemetery Rd 
Apt. 415    502 E. Howard St.   Salem Hill Haven 
Lewisburg, PA 17837   Bellefonte, PA 16823   Spring Mills, PA 16875 
 
Tom Hazel    Mrs. Ellen Huey   Mr. & Mrs. Fredrick Mensch 
120 E. Beaver Ave., Apt 709  168 Long Street   PO Box 381  
State College, PA 16801  PO Box 289    Millheim, PA 16854 
      Spring Mills, PA 16875       

Randall Stover   Mildred Wingard   Hazel Warntz 
PO Box 153    377 Paradise Road   167 Cemetery Road 
Aaronsburg, PA 16820  PO Box 46    Aaronsburg, PA 16820 
      Spring Mills, PA 16875       

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Zerby 
4412 Penns Valley Road 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 

(If you would like to add someone to the Shut-in list, please submit to aaronsburgcharge@verizon.net or drop  
a note in the milk box on the front porch of the parsonage at 232 W. Aaron Square, Aaronsburg.) 
 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study Class    10 a.m. - St. Peter's 

 We continue reading Why Jesus Makes Me Nervous, Ten Alarming Words of Faith, by Joy Jordan-Lake; 
this is usually followed by lunch at an area restaurant. Even if you are not able to attend class, if you would like 
the book, please let Pastor Faith know (cost is $10). No class on December 25 or January 1. 
 

Thursday Evening  Lectionary Bible Study    7 p.m. - St. Peter's 

 Dec. 4 Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8 
 Dec. 11 Luke 1:47-55, Thessalonians 5: 16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 Dec. 18 Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38 
 Dec. 25 NO CLASS - Blessed Christmas! 
 Jan 1 NO CLASS - Happy New Year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let’s Get Ready for Jesus!    An Advent Event for Children 

December 19th at St. Peter’s     5:30 -  8:30 p.m. 

 Think of this Advent event as a one-day Vacation Bible school in December! Parents can bring 
their children to St. Peter’s for a pizza supper and an evening of games, crafts, songs and a movie, as 
they “get ready for Jesus”, and learn the meaning of Christmas. Pam and Shane Royer, Bonnie 
DeBrasky, Tracy Ridenour and Pastor Faith will be leading the activities. All children and youth of 
Salem and St. Peter’s (and their friends) are invited to attend. 

 



 8

         
Christmas Eve Family Worship Service at St. Peter’s, 7:00 p.m. 
 Join us for our annual Christmas Eve family worship service. This year we will be 
hearing from the St. Peter’s Children’s Bell Choir, member Candace Lowe’s solo, “In 
the Bleak Mid Winter”, and listen to the play, which tells of the first Christmas.  
 Invite your friends and neighbors as this promises to be a very special celebration! 
 
 
December Dates to remember: 
2: Women’s Guild meets at 7:00 pm at St. Peter’s    
3 Women in Rural Ministry (Pastor Faith in Lewisburg, 9 am -1 pm) 
 Salem Fund Raiser at Hoss’s in State College—ALL DAY (supports the 4 Our Churches Campaign of  
 the UCC Conference) 
4 Morning Bible Study, 10 am, St. Peter’s (downstairs) 
 Choir Rehearsal, 6:15 pm, St. Peter’s 
 Evening Lectionary Study, 7 pm, St. Peter’s 
6 Live Nativity Costume fitting and pick up 9:30 a.m. at St. Peter's 
 Youth Group Cookie Bake for the Carlisle Truck Stop Ministry 
7  Salem Congregational Meeting, following worship 
  Bellefonte Elks Club Memorial Service, 2 pm, Pastor Faith presenting 
8 Ministerium at Duffy’s-farewell to Rev. Paula Curtis-Burn, 11:30 a.m. 
 Autism Support Group for Grandparents annual Christmas Dinner at Duffy’s, Boalsburg 6:30 pm 
11   Morning Bible study, St. Peter’s, 10 am (downstairs) 
 Interfaith clergy gathering at Hoss’s, 12:30 pm, Pastor Faith attending 
 Choir Rehearsal, St. Peter’s, 6:15 pm 
 Evening Lectionary study, St. Peter’s, 7 pm (sanctuary) 
12 Christmas in Millheim, 6-8 pm 
14 St. Peter’s Congregational Meeting (following worship) Nolan Wolfe Baptism (St. Peters) 
17 Newsletter Deadline 
19 “Getting Ready for Jesus”  for children and youth of the charge. Hosted by St. Peter’s, 5:30-8:30 pm 
21 Longest Night Worship, Salem 7 pm 
24 Christmas Eve service, St. Peter’s, 7 pm (collection to benefit Bethany Children’s Homes) 
Dec. 27-January 3: Pastor Faith on Vacation (the Rev. Marge Holland will be preaching Dec. 28). 
 
 
 
 
From St. Peter's Family Fellowship: 
 
Cookie Swap for shut-ins on December 6 - Bake your cookies at home this year and have a container to get 
ready for whomever adopts a shut-in.  Roy hart will need to have a poinsettia.  We will meet at the church at 
9:00 a.m. and pack cookies and distribute them to others in our Ministry of Love and Caring. Come and join us! 
  
December 7: Coffee hour after Church 
 
December 18: After Choir Practice - Annual Christmas Caroling.  Dress warm and bring a flashlight.  Let's 
spread a bit of cheer to our town  residents and have fun doing it. 
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